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              WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced              today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security             has awarded $72,480 to the Turners Falls Fire Department for fire             operations              and fire safety. The funding will allow the fire             department to replace its self-contained breathing units, which are             the air packs firefighters              use when entering buildings. The funding will also             allow the department to upgrade its compressor and cascade system             that are used to fill              the air packs.

 "Our first responders deserve the most up-to-date              equipment to do their jobs effectively and ensure their safety,              as well as the safety of residents and visitors to the region," Olver              said. "Often, our communities do not have the budget capacity              to support these large, yet necessary, purchases              on their own. I am pleased that this federal grant has been awarded              to help support              the equipment needs of this department."

              The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance              to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency              Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department              of Homeland Security. 

              The Turners Falls Fire Department is one of 216 departments              across the country to receive funding through the latest disbursement              of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Under the              2003 grant program, awards to fire departments around the country              have been announced each week beginning in June 2003 and will continue              until all funds are awarded. To date, more than 8,100 fire departments              have received almost $651 million in direct assistance. 

              The program awards one-year grants directly to local              fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and              fire-related hazards in their communities. Fire departments receiving              the awards represent a cross section of the nation's fire              service, including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as              well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those              that are a combination of both.

              ###

              For more information, contact Turners Falls Fire              Chief Raymond Godin at 413-863-9023. For more information on the              Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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